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Policies and legislation which maintain and increase the rights of 
the wealthy or upper-classes, and disadvantage of those born 
with less privilege.  Examples of this are recent anti-trade union 
legislation giving workers fewer rights and opportunities to strike 
and campaign for better working conditions; withdrawal of 
funding to welfare-related public services such as hospitals, 
schools, libraries, youth services etc.  Maintaining inequality and 
the divide between rich and poor by focussing on differences 
between race, religion, gender, and nationalism rather than class.   
The current Conservative Government is right wing.

Left wing ideology recognises Social Class as a focal point of 
economic, financial, social, and cultural inequality in both national 
and international struggle, and maintains a focus on equality and 
human rights.  Left wing thinking acknowledges Class as the 
predominant divisive factor separating oppressed from oppressor 
and sees race, religion, nationalism as deliberate distractions 
from this.   The origins of the Labour Party are traditionally left 
wing/socialist, however there has been a rejection of this by 
some who have moved to a more central stance.

Some of the far right are exposed by violent acts, some by fascist 
regimes & policies.   The far right has a presence in many 
countries including USA (Trumpism) and increasingly in the UK.   
Far right ideology is underpinned by extremism, violence, 
oppression, and loss of human rights.

Different ideologies to that of ‘mainstream’ can be dismissed as 
extreme or militant thereby denying citizens an opportunity to 
fully explore them.   Historically, far left countries (eg communist 
Russia (USSR) & China) were treated with hostility by western 
media leading to suspicion and mistrust.

Although frequently associated with left-wing politics, strikes and 
collective action, militancy is equally evidenced within right and 
far-right politics.  For example, being extremely pro-privatisation 
with a focus on decimation of public and social services, welfare 
state and NHS, can also be described as militant.

Political Spectrum

Right Wing
Supporting capitalism and the private ownership 
of businesses and services and generally opposed 
to social change.
the-right-wing noun - Definition, pictures, 
pronunciation and usage notes | Oxford Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary at 
OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com

Left Wing
Supporting the ideas of socialism and the fairer 
sharing of wealth.  This generally means they 
support progressive reforms, especially those 
seeking greater social and economic equality.  
left-wing_1 noun - Definition, pictures, 
pronunciation and usage notes | Oxford Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary at 
OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com

Far Right
Far right is often used for more extreme, 
nationalistic viewpoints, including fascism and 
some oppressive ideologies.  People and groups, as 
well as their positions, are collectively referred to as the 
Right or the right wing.
THE FAR RIGHT definition and meaning | Collins 
English Dictionary (collinsdictionary.com)

Far Left
Far left is often used to refer to those who are 
considered to have more extreme, revolutionary 
views, such as those who espouse communism and 
socialism.
THE FAR LEFT definition and meaning | Collins 
English Dictionary (collinsdictionary.com)

Militant
Describes people who believe in something very 
strongly and are active in trying to bring about 
political or social change.
MILITANT definition in American English | Collins 
English Dictionary (collinsdictionary.com)
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Ideologies

Conservative
Not just the name of a political party, but an 
ideology based upon ‘conserving’ society’s 
traditional structures and hierarchies. 
CONSERVATIVE Definition & Usage Examples | 
Dictionary.com

Nationalism
The desire by a group of people who share the 
same ethnic group, culture, language, etc. to form 
an independent country, ie Scottish nationalism.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/nationalism?q=nationalism

Fascism
A governmental system led by a dictator having 
complete power, forcibly suppressing opposition 
and criticism, regimenting all industry, commerce, 
etc, and emphasising an aggressive nationalism 
and often racism.
FASCISM Definition & Usage Examples | 
Dictionary.com

Liberalism
Often noting or pertaining to a political party 
advocating measures of progressive political 
reform. 
LIBERAL Definition & Usage Examples | Dictionary.
com

Neoliberalism
Favouring a global free market, without 
government regulation, with businesses and 
industry controlled and run for profit by private 
owners.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/neoliberalism?q=neoliberalism

Maintaining a class system where an ‘elite’ are better educated 
and wealthier than others, including a monarchy, and a 
preference for private enterprise, self-sufficiency, minimal 
financial support to people in need, a focus on volunteering and 
‘donated’ support, ie foodbanks.

There are several forms of nationalism.   Those most associated 
with UK politics are 1) Ethnic Nationalism  2) Cultural 
Nationalism  3) Civic Nationalism.   Some believe that Brexit 
contributed to/or was led by ethnic and cultural Nationalism, 
having a far right influence.   Devolved governments of Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland can be said to be examples of 
civic and cultural Nationalism. 

An historic example of fascism within the UK is the British Union 
of Fascists (BUF), a right-wing political party founded in 1932 by 
would-be dictator Oswald Mosley, who espoused virulent anti-
Semitism and racism.  More recent examples of British fascist 
groups include the British Movement, the National Front, the 
British National Party, Britain First and National Action.

In the USA ‘liberals’ are considered to be on the left of the political 
spectrum, however liberalism in the UK shares similarities with 
conservatism also.

Introduced in UK by Thatcher (influenced by her political 
relationship with Reagan/USA) and also EU: Marketisation of 
care/public services with a focus upon profit and privatisation.   
This has had a far-reaching negative effect upon UK public 
services, housing, social care, education, benefits systems, and is 
believed to be a huge risk to the NHS.
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Collective Activism

Trade Unionism
A trade union is an organisation made up of 
members who are workers.  The main aim of a 
trade union is to protect and advance the 
interests of its members.
Claiming rights: Role of trade unions in the UK | 
Striking Women (striking-women.org)

Industrial Action
Any action, such as a strike, taken by (usually 
unionised) employees within workforces to 
protest against working conditions, redundancies, 
poor pay etc.
INDUSTRIAL ACTION Definition & Usage Examples 
| Dictionary.com

Ownership

Public-ownership
A situation where the government, rather than 
private businesses, owns property, a company, or 
an industry.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/
english/public-ownership

Public Sector
The part of the economy of a country that is 
owned or controlled by the government.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/the-public-sector?
q=public+sector+

Privatisation
The act of selling a business or an industry so that 
it is no longer owned by the government.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/privatization?q=privatisation

The activities of a trade union - such as securing a pay rise or 
better working conditions - benefits all workers in a workplace, 
not just those who are members of the union. Going beyond 
particular workplaces, the campaigning and lobbying work 
that trade unions do can help change laws in the whole country 
and gain new rights for workers. In doing this, a strong trade 
union movement benefits all workers in a country.  Trade unions 
encourage collective action and involvement from members and 
undertake grass-roots campaigning and demonstrations to 
include and support members. Trade unions encourage, support 
and train members to become reps and contacts within 
workplaces, thereby reinforcing collectivism.

Striking is a form of industrial action when teams or groups of 
employees walk out of work for a period of time until 
negotiations between their trade union and employer are 
successful.   ‘Working to rule’ is another form of industrial action, 
whereby employees work specifically to their allocated hours and 
do no additional work or overtime outside of those hours.  These 
types of actions reinforce the rights and collective strength of the 
workforce and ensure that employers recognise the value and 
validity of workers.

There are many arguments made by citizens and campaign 
groups for utilities, housing and transport to be re-nationalised to 
ensure better standards and equal access.

Conventionally this applied to health and social care, council 
(social) housing, education, libraries, museums, youth clubs, 
community centres, benefits and welfare services, transport, 
parks and leisure services, colleges and universities.   In recent 
decades these public services have diminished greatly and many 
no longer exist or are privately owned and run.

Examples of privatisation are the selling off of social (council) 
housing in the 80s and 90s, and the privatisation of water in 
England and Wales (by contrast it is publicly owned in Scotland 
where it is charged via council tax).   Services can be privatised 
and then re-nationalised, eg probation services and some bus/
transport services.
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Social Classes

Working Class
Conventionally a social group that consists of 
people who earn little money, often being paid 
only for the hours or days that they work, and who 
usually do physical work.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/
english/working-class

Middle Class
The social class whose members are neither very 
rich nor very poor and that includes professional 
and business people.   Conventionally a social 
group that consists of well-educated people, such 
as doctors, lawyers, and teachers, who have good 
jobs and are not poor, but are not very rich.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/
english/middle-class

Upper Class
Belonging to or typical of groups of people that 
are considered to have the highest social status 
and that have more money and/or power than 
other people in society.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/upper-class?q=upper+class

Rhetoric

Populism
A type of politics that claims to represent the 
opinions and wishes of ordinary people.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
definition/english/populism?q=populism

‘Woke’
Aware, especially of social problems such as 
racism and inequality, and often expressing 
allyship to vulnerable and oppressed groups.   
Frequently used as a ‘slur’ to describe somebody 
with an interest in human rights and equality.
woke_2 adjective - Definition, pictures, 
pronunciation and usage notes | Oxford Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary at 
OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com

Many working class people are still living within the conventional 
boundaries of poor pay and long hours, however many are able 
to establish a better quality of life through education and career 
progression (things once withheld from the working class).   
Despite these advancements, many are proud of their working 
class identity, values, history, and heritage, and assert that they 
remain working class regardless of career or educational status.

Using social work as an example, it could be said that it is a 
‘middle class’ profession, and as a consequence social workers 
from a working class background may feel they are now middle 
class and distanced from their origins (or they may continue to 
embrace their working-class heritage).   Alternatively, middle 
class social workers will originate from a middle class family 
descending from professionals and business people.

Whilst some people believe it is possible to move from one class 
to another, others believe that you remain and retain your 
original class regardless of job and financial status.

Perhaps confirming the proposition that moving outside of your 
social class is not likely, an upper class/aristocratic individual is 
likely to remain one even if they were to take a manual or 
middle class job.   This is the smallest and yet most powerful and 
influential of the social class groups, retaining the majority of 
wealth.

Political party manifestos are full of populist statements – 
designed to gain votes from specific groups and often focussing 
on what is believed to be the popular beliefs of the average voter.
Examples might focus on immigration or nationalism, and often 
prevent real and meaningful change.

A modern term, ‘woke’ has been used in recent times as a type of 
insult directed by the right and far right to people speaking and 
campaigning on behalf of individuals and communities who 
experience inequalities, are less favourably treated because of a 
personal characteristic, condition, or socio-economic/class status.  
It has been said that ‘woke’ as a derogatory term deliberately 
diminishes the historically strong and powerful voice of 
collectivism, campaigning, and activism.
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